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One of the nation’s leading forest products
companies, installed at their Georgia facility
an AL-6XN alloy fractional-distillation column
for separating tall oil, a by-product in the
papermaking process, in October, 1989.

Measuring approximately 14 feet in diameter
and 160 feet tall, the column, plus
exchangers, packing, reboiler, piping, vapor
lines, jacket piping and pumps, all have been
constructed out of AL-6XN materials.

The column follows the Swiss type design,
introduced in the late sixties. However, the
unit is a modified system that utilizes both
packing and trays. Using Dow therm® as the
sole heating medium, nearly all the heat is
recovered by the exchangers producing all
the steam needed in the process. The system
also increased yield, improves quality, and
reduces pollution problems.

Because of AL-6XN, two additional weeks
of production have been gained each year because of decreased maintenance inspection
requirements. Previously, a similar tower made of a lesser stainless would routinely be taken out
of service for repairs two weeks out of every six months, and after three years noticeable corrosion
was found.

By comparison, the tower is now taken out of production for two weeks every twelve months. The
tower continues to operate as of 2005 without any reported problems.

CASE HISTORY
UNS N08367, ASTM B 688

AL-6XN® Alloy
Fractional-Distillation
Column Still Producing
After 16 Years
of Service



Form No. 2013  4/05  DTP    ©2005 Rolled Alloys       Litho in U.S.A.

AL-6XN®

MIDWEST REGION:
Rolled Alloys
125 West Sterns Road
Temperance, Michigan 48182-9546
800-521-0332
1-734-847-0561
Fax: 1-734-847-6917
email:sales@rolledalloys.com

CENTRAL REGION:
Rolled Alloys
9944 Princeton-Glendale Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45246
800-521-0332
email:sales@rolledalloys.com

EASTERN REGION:
Rolled Alloys
30 Baker Hollow
Windsor, Connecticut 06095
800-521-0332
email:sales@rolledalloys.com

SOUTHERN REGION:
Rolled Alloys
9818 E. Hardy Road
Houston, Texas 77093
800-521-0332
email:sales@rolledalloys.com

WESTERN REGION:
Harvey Titanium Ltd.
Division of Rolled Alloys
291 Coral Circle
El Segundo, California 90245
800-321-0909
1-310-343-6000
fax 1-310-606-9322
email:harveytisales@rolledalloys.com

CANADA:
Rolled Alloys-Canada, Inc.
151 Brunel Road - Unit 23
Mississauga Ontario
Canada L4Z 2H6
800-521-0332
1-905-501-7552
fax 1-905-501-7553
email:racsales@rolledalloys.com

ENGLAND:
Rolled Alloys, Ltd.
Walker Industrial Park
Guide, Blackburn
BB1 2QE, United Kingdom
+44-(0)1254 582 999
fax +44- (0)1254 582 666
email:blackburn@rolledalloys.co.uk

Rolled Alloys, Ltd.
Unit 5, Priory Industrial Park
Airspeed Rd., Christchurch, Dorset
BH23 4HD, United Kingdom
+44-(0)1425 280 000
fax +44-(0)1425 280 028
email:christchurch@rolledalloys.co.uk

THE NETHERLANDS:
Rolled Alloys
Voorerf 16
4824 GN Breda, The Netherlands
+31-(0)76-548 44 44
fax +31-(0)76-542 98 88
email:sales@rolledalloys.nl

SINGAPORE:
Rolled Alloys International, Ltd.
10 Anson Road #27-07
International Plaza
Singapore 079903
+65-62272725
fax +65-62272735
email:railtd@pacific.net.sg

CHINA:
Rolled Alloys, Ltd.
Room 12B03, 12B Floor
Suncome Liauw's Plaza
738 Shangcheng Road
Pudong New Area
Shanghai, China 200120
+86-(0)21-5835-5329
fax +86-(0)21-5835-5339

E-mail: sales@rolledalloys.com
http://www.RolledAlloys.com

The column is packed with .005” AL-6XN alloy packing which was supplied by Koch Glitsch.

A second tower was construction out of AL-6XN in 1993. This unit also remains in operation today.

Fabrication of the column was by Allied Industries, Houston, Texas, with the exchangers supplied
by Manning and Lewis, Union, New Jersey.


